
PSYCHOLOGY 100   TEST #3

01.  The one kind of standardized test that is an exception to the Flynn effect is:

a.  SAT

b. WAIS

c. WISC

d.  none – they all show the Flynn effect

02. About _______ of the general population has WAIS IQ scores between ___ and ____.

a.  50%;  90; 110

b.  68%;  85; 115

c.  98%;  95; 105

d.  50%;  100; 110

03. If people sometime respond to items on the 16PF on the basis of the social desirability of different responses, this would:

a. tend to reduce the validity of the test or particular scale on the test

b. increase a person’s score on the Independence scale of the test
c. produce an exaggerated extraversion score

d. reduce test validity to zero
04. Suppose an environmental influence has strong effect on the average value of a trait (example:  SAT scores decline as TV viewing increases).  This would imply what about the heritability of SAT scores:
a. it must have been very low before

b. it must have changed

c. it must have decreased

d. it wouldn’t imply anything about heritability


05. The People’s Socialist Republic of Equistan has recently created a society where all children are provided with an equally good environment. Under these conditions, one would predict that over a long period of time that the heritability of cognitive ability would ___.

	a.
	decrease somewhat

	b.
	increase

	c.
	stay the same

	d.
	decrease significantly


06. What kind of trait would be most likely to be influenced by environmental influences:

a. a trait with heritability = 50%

b. a trait with heritability = 0 %

c. a personality trait

d. an ability trait


8.
Someone who is capable of learning rapidly and reasoning well, but who has acquired little knowledge so far, could be said to have

	a.
	much fluid intelligence but little crystallized intelligence.

	b.
	little fluid or crystallized intelligence.

	c.
	much of both fluid and crystallized intelligence.

	d.
	little fluid intelligence but much crystallized intelligence.]




9.
What is meant by crystallized intelligence?

	a.
	intelligence that increases and decreases from time to time

	b.
	intelligence that is present in the same amount at all times

	c.
	the ability to reason, use information, and gain new knowledge

	d.
	acquired skills and knowledge and the application of that knowledge to familiar problems



10.
According to Cattell, if we examine the intelligence of a person at age 20 and again at age 50, we are most likely to find

	a.
	consistent levels of both fluid and crystallized intelligence.

	b.
	the same amount of fluid intelligence, but less crystallized intelligence at age 50.

	c.
	lower levels of fluid intelligence at age 50, but more crystallized intelligence.

	d.
	more fluid intelligence at age 50, but less crystallized intelligence.



11.
The main assumption of Howard Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences is that

	a.
	people have a number of unrelated forms of intelligence.

	b.
	all types of intelligence are positively correlated with one another.

	c.
	intelligence is controlled by unconscious and unmeasurable cognitive processes.

	d.
	a single “g” factor is present in all types of intelligence.





12.
An item on the Stanford-Binet IQ test designated as “age 8”
	a.
	has been used for the past 8 years.

	b.
	is only given to children who are 8 years old or older.

	c.
	is answered correctly by 100% of 8-year-olds.

	d.
	is answered correctly by 60-90% of 8-year-olds.





13.
The WAIS-III test is given to __; the WISC-III test is given to __.

	a.
	English-speaking people; people who speak other languages

	b.
	adults; children up to age 16

	c.
	people of normal intelligence; people of above-average intelligence

	d.
	people with visual handicaps; people with hearing handicaps





14.
If an adult tells you that her Verbal IQ is 110 and her Performance IQ is 120, she must have taken which test?

	a.
	WISC-III

	b.
	WAIS-III

	c.
	Raven’s Progressive Matrices

	d.
	Stanford-Binet





15.
An advantage of Raven’s Progressive Matrices is that it

	a.
	directly measures innate ability.

	b.
	is fairer to people who do not speak English.

	c.
	provides separate scores for a number of specialized abilities.

	d.
	has higher reliability and validity than other IQ tests.





16.
In what way is the Scholastic Assessment Test similar to an IQ test?

	a.
	Both have an average score of 100.

	b.
	Both have low reliability but high validity.

	c.
	Both yield a “mental age” score.

	d.
	Both predict performance in school.



17.
  The  SAT was originally designed to have a mean score of __, but over the years the mean gradually drifted __.

	a.
	100; downward

	b.
	100; upward

	c.
	500; downward

	d.
	500; upward





18.
  What does it mean to say that a test has been standardized?

	a.
	People who get a high score the first time they take the test will probably get a high score the second time also.

	b.
	Psychologists have established rules for administering the test and interpreting its scores.

	c.
	Scores on this test correlate positively with performance on some other task.

	d.
	The content of this test is a good representation of the field the test is supposed to deal with.





19.  
In order to be diagnosed as mentally retarded, a person would have to score at least  standard deviation(s) below the mean score on an IQ test.

	a.
	one-half.

	b.
	one.

	c.
	two.

	d.
	three.



20.
Every few years psychologists restandardize IQ tests to maintain a constant mean and distribution. If they had not done so, what would have happened to the mean IQ score of the population?

	a.
	It would have increased until about 1970 and then leveled off

	b.
	It would have increased until about 1970 and then declined

	c.
	It would have increased steadily over the decades

	d.
	It would have decreased steadily over the decades



21.
The best explanation for the Flynn effect is that

	a.
	improved health and nutrition have caused intelligence to increase.

	b.
	better education has resulted in increased intelligence.

	c.
	television and video games have had a positive influence on intellectual skills.

	d.
	many factors appear to contribute to this effect, including all of the above.



22.
If a test has a high predictive validity, what (if anything) can we expect must be true about its reliability?

	a.
	The reliability must be high also.

	b.
	The reliability must be low.

	c.
	The reliability must be intermediate (and lower than the validity).

	d.
	We have no basis for making any guess at all about the reliability.



23.
An organization claims that IQ tests are biased against short people. To determine whether that claim is correct, what kind of information should psychologists collect?

	a.
	a list of all the items on the test that have anything to do with measurements of height or weight

	b.
	the means and standard deviations for short people and taller people who take the IQ tests

	c.
	information on whether short people and taller people who have the same IQ score do equally well in school

	d.
	information about the backgrounds and intentions of the people who wrote the IQ tests



24.
Psychologists identify an item on an IQ test as biased if

	a.
	most of the people who miss the item get low scores on the test overall.

	b.
	It looks as though the item might be unfair to one group or another.

	c.
	the item is one of the easiest on the test for one group and one of the hardest for another group.

	d.
	the item was written by just a few people who failed to consult a large group to get their opinions.





25.
If a pair of monozygotic (identical) twins who were reared in the same environment take an IQ test, how much will their scores resemble one another?

	a.
	They will be almost as similar as the scores of an individual who took the same test twice.

	b.
	They will be as similar as the scores of any brother and sister.

	c.
	They will be exactly the same.

	d.
	They will be as similar as the scores of dizygotic (fraternal) twins.

	
	



26.
If differences among people in their IQ scores are based largely on differences in heredity, we should expect to find that

	a.
	the correlation in IQ scores should be higher for dizygotic twins than for monozygotic twins.

	b.
	the correlation in IQ scores should be higher for monozygotic twins than for dizygotic twins.

	c.
	children reared by their own parents should have higher IQs than do children reared by adoptive parents.

	d.
	children reared by adoptive parents should have higher IQs than do children reared by their own parents.





27.
Of the following pairs of twins, which pair will probably resemble each other the most with regard to their IQ scores?

	a.
	A pair of dizygotic twins who always knew they were dizygotic

	b.
	A pair of dizygotic twins who mistakenly thought they were monozygotic

	c.
	A pair of monozygotic twins who mistakenly thought they were dizygotic

	d.
	All three of these pairs will resemble each other to the same extent.





28.
Monozygotic twins typically are ___ similar in intelligence than dizygotic twins; dizygotic twins typically are ___ similar in intelligence than single birth siblings.

	a.
	no more; more

	b.
	no more; no more

	c.
	more; no more

	d.
	more; more





29.
Adopted children generally have IQ scores __ similar to those of their biological parents than to those of their adoptive parents; the similarity in IQ to the biological parents __ as these adopted children grow older.

	a.
	more; decreases

	b.
	more; increases

	c.
	less; decreases

	d.
	less; increases



1.
A theory that relates personality to the interplay of conflicting forces within the individual is known as a

	a.
	psychodynamic theory.

	b.
	cognitive theory.

	c.
	humanistic theory.

	d.
	trait theory.





2.
Freud’s influence within psychology _; his influence outside of psychology ___.

	a.
	is greater than it has ever been; is almost nonexistent

	b.
	was never very great; was significant at one time, but has declined

	c.
	continues to be very high; is very much on the decline

	d.
	is very much on the decline; continues to be very high





3.
Catharsis refers to

	a.
	the release of pent-up emotions.

	b.
	gaining access to the collective unconscious.

	c.
	treating the therapist like a parent.

	d.
	an increase in anxiety.

	
	



4.
Early in his career, Freud believed that some people overreacted to mildly traumatic events in adult life because of

	a.
	a failure to understand their own style of life.

	b.
	excessive indulgence in sexual activities.

	c.
	symbolism contained in their collective unconscious.

	d.
	early childhood sexual events.





5.
In Freud’s earliest psychological writings, he said the cause of mental illness was __. Several years later he changed his mind and said the cause was __.

	a.
	the Oedipal complex; the Electra complex

	b.
	biological disorders; ideas related to sex

	c.
	ideas related to sex; ideas related to striving for superiority

	d.
	childhood sexual abuse; sexual fantasies during childhood





6.
Sigmund Freud based his theories mainly on

	a.
	the results of scientific experiments.

	b.
	observations of how people behave in natural settings.

	c.
	what his patients told him about their early sexual experiences.

	d.
	what he inferred must have happened in his patients’ early experience.





7.
Sigmund Freud disagreed with which of the following statements?

	a.
	The release of pent-up tension can relieve a person of self-defeating behaviors.

	b.
	Something that we say by accident reflects a hidden motivation.

	c.
	People develop their first interest in sexual pleasure during adolescence.

	d.
	Early fantasies can alter the later development of personality.





8.
In Freud’s terms, blockage of normal sexual development at some stage is called

	a.
	repression.

	b.
	fixation.

	c.
	sublimation.

	d.
	catharsis.
Freud’s book about the socialization of sexual and aggressive impulses was called:

a. Civilization and Its Discotheques

b. Civilization and Its Discount Tents

c. Civilization and Its Discontents

d. You Can’t Poop in the Driveway





9.
What kind of behavior would you expect of someone who has a strong id and a weak superego (in Freud’s terminology)?

	a.
	frequent indulgence in sexual and impulsive behavior

	b.
	highly cooperative behavior with little tendency to compete

	c.
	highly logical, rational behavior

	d.
	unusually inhibited behavior dominated by feelings of guilt

	
	



10.
A worker in an asbestos plant who hears that working with asbestos increases the risk of cancer soon forgets the report. This is an example of which defense mechanism?

	a.
	reaction formation

	b.
	displacement

	c.
	regression

	d.
	repression





11.
Someone who refuses to make a donation to charity says, “Charity just teaches people to be lazy. I am really doing people a favor by refusing to support these causes.” This answer may be an example of which defense mechanism?

	a.
	rationalization

	b.
	regression

	c.
	sublimation

	d.
	reaction formation





12.
A student who does not want to study says, “It is more important for me to spend the evening talking with my roommate, who really needs my help right now.” This may be an example of which defense mechanism?

	a.
	repression

	b.
	sublimation

	c.
	rationalization

	d.
	Regression





13.
Bosnians claim, “Serbs don’t understand anything but force!” Meanwhile, Serbs claim, “The Bosnians don’t understand anything but force!” Which defense mechanism is in action here?

	a.
	displacement

	b.
	projection

	c.
	Denial

	d.
	Regression





14.
A woman with great hostility toward others claims that other people are always unkind to her. Which defense mechanism is in action here?

	a.
	regression

	b.
	repression

	c.
	displacement

	d.
	Projection





15.
The defense mechanism of projection is

	a.
	A return to a more juvenile level of functioning.

	b.
	diverting a behavior or thought away from its natural target toward a less threatening target.

	c.
	attributing one’s own undesirable characteristics to other people.

	d.
	the transformation of an unacceptable impulse into an acceptable, or even admirable, behavior.





16.
A man with anxieties about his aggressive impulses presents himself as the opposite extreme, a crusader against violence. His behavior apparently illustrates which Freudian defense mechanism?

	a.
	displacement

	b.
	projection

	c.
	sublimation

	d.
	reaction formation





17.
What is meant by the term “neo-Freudian”?

	a.
	A psychologist who is thoroughly opposed to Freud’s basic theories and approaches

	b.
	A psychologist who accepts all of Freud’s theories

	c.
	A psychologist who wants to keep some of Freud’s theories and to modify others

	d.
	A psychologist who is trying to revive Freud’s theories and to reawaken public interest in them





18.
Factor analysis is a technique for answering which of the following questions?

	a.
	Do people make friends with others who have a similar personality or do opposites attract?

	b.
	Which parts of the brain are most important for certain aspects of personality?

	c.
	What experiences in early life lead people to develop a particular type of personality?

	d.
	How many traits do we need for a parsimonious description of personality?





19.
For which of the following purposes might a psychologist use the method called “factor analysis”?

	a.
	to determine which childhood experiences play the greatest role in the development of a particular personality

	b.
	to probe into a person’s unconscious and try to recover infant memories

	c.
	to determine how the brain combines auditory experience with visual experience

	d.
	to determine whether several traits are closely correlated with one another or whether they are independent





20.
Many psychologists believe they can account for the largest proportion of personality differences by means of the following five traits:

	a.
	neuroticism, extroversion, openness to new experiences, agreeableness, and conscientiousness.

	b.
	locus of control, authoritarianism, field-independence, Machiavellianism, and honesty.

	c.
	masculinity, femininity, androgyny, ambitiousness, and sensation seeking.

	d.
	self-monitoring, politeness, willingness to take risks, shyness, and timidity.





21.
Neuroticism is defined as

	a.
	viewing others as in control over meaningful events in your life.

	b.
	a tendency to experience unpleasant emotions relatively easily.

	c.
	a tendency to seek new experiences and enjoy the company of others.

	d.
	a tendency to be compassionate toward others.





22.
Extroversion is the tendency to

	a.
	experience unpleasant emotions relatively easily.

	b.
	be compassionate toward others.

	c.
	seek new experiences and enjoy the company of others.

	d.
	show self-discipline and strive for achievement.





23.
The “biggest” of the big five personality traits (those that have the largest influences on people’s behavior) are neuroticism and

	a.
	extroversion.

	b.
	agreeableness.

	c.
	conscientiousness.

	d.
	openness to experience.





24.
Many personality theorists talk about the “big five” personality traits. Suppose someone proposed that people have a sixth “big” personality trait. To demonstrate such a trait, researchers would have to demonstrate that it

	a.
	is equally common in members of all ethnic groups.

	b.
	is equally present in people of all ages.

	c.
	is not highly correlated with any of the original big five.

	d.
	is a combination of two or more of the original big five.



1.
Suppose someone is trying to test the ability of newborn infants to learn. Which of the following would be the best advice?

	a.
	Don’t even waste your time trying until the infant is at least 1 month old.

	b.
	Study only learning based on vision, not learning based on hearing.

	c.
	Study only learning based on hearing, not learning based on vision.

	d.
	Study learning of eye and mouth movements, not learning of hand or arm movements.





2.
Two-day-old infants typically would spend the most time looking at a

	a.
	solid red picture.

	b.
	solid white picture.

	c.
	narrow diagonally striped pattern.

	d.
	drawing of a human face.





3.
An infants heart rate decreases when a tone is presented. After the tone has been presented 20 times, it no longer causes a change in heart rate. Then, on trial 21, the loudness of the tone is decreased. It is most likely that the heart rate will ___ as a result of ___.

	a.
	decrease; dishabituation

	b.
	increase; dishabituation

	c.
	decrease; habituation

	d.
	increase; dishabituation





4.
What evidence do we have that newborn infants can distinguish between the sounds “ba” and “pa”?

	a.
	They make both sounds in their own babbling.

	b.
	Their heart rate increases when they hear “pa” but not when they hear “ba.”

	c.
	After habituating to “ba,” they increase their sucking rate when they hear “pa.”

	d.
	They turn to the left when they hear “ba,” and they turn to the right when they hear “pa.”

	
	



5.
Object permanence refers to the idea that

	a.
	objects continue to exist even when we don’t see them.

	b.
	objects we see continue to exist even when we aren’t talking about them.

	c.
	objects permanently exist in one location.

	d.
	the substance of an object remains constant even when the form of the object changes.





6.
What evidence did Piaget demonstrate to support his idea that 6-month-old children lack the concept of object perrmanence?

	a.
	A child who watches the investigator cover a toy does not remove the cover to retrieve the toy.

	b.
	A child who watches the investigator squash a ball of clay says that the squashed clay weighs more than the original ball.

	c.
	A child can answer questions about concrete objects but not about hypothetical situations.

	d.
	A child holds a round object one way and a flat object a different way.





7.
What did Piaget mean by the term “assimilation”?

	a.
	applying an old schema to new objects

	b.
	modifying an old schema to fit a new object

	c.
	an organized way of interacting with objects in the world

	d.
	a mental process that can be reversed





8.
The order of Piaget’s stages of development is:

	a.
	sensorimotor—formal operations—concrete operations—postoperational

	b.
	preoperational—concrete operations—formal operations—sensorimotor

	c.
	concrete operations—sensorimotor—preoperational—formal operations

	d.
	sensorimotor—preoperational—concrete operations—formal operations





9.
Children first appear to gain some concept of self in Piaget’s __ stage.

	a.
	preoperational

	b.
	sensorimotor

	c.
	formal-operations

	d.
	concrete-operations





10.
A child early in the preoperational stage sees you put a white ball behind a blue filter. When you ask the child “What color is the ball?” the child will typically say

	a.
	nothing, since children early in the preoperational stage have not yet acquired language.

	b.
	“Blue.”

	c.
	“White.”

	d.
	“Do you mean the way the ball looks, or the color it really is?”




11.
An investigator shows a child two equally full beakers of water and then pours one of them into a taller, thinner container. The child says that the taller, thinner container has more water. This observation indicates that the child lacks

	a.
	schemas.

	b.
	the concept of object permanence.

	c.
	the concept of conservation.

	d.
	ego integrity.





12.
According to Piaget, how could we determine whether a child’s thinking is egocentric?

	a.
	Show the child a pile of objects and ask how it would look from the back.

	b.
	Give the child a bag full of candies and ask him or her to share it with a group of friends.

	c.
	Ask the child “What do you want to be when you grow up, and why?”

	d.
	Tell the child not to play with his or her favorite toy, and then watch what the child does.



1.
Judith Rich Harris, in The Nurture Assumption, argued that most previous studies of children’s personality development had overestimated the influence of ___ and underestimated the influence of ___.

	a.
	maturation; birth order

	b.
	genetics; environment

	c.
	parents; other children

	d.
	other children; parents





2.
Many studies have reported a relationship between parenting style and children’s behavior, implying that parents cause changes in their children. An alternative explanation is that the parents’ and children’s behavior are related to each other because the parents and children share the same

	a.
	cohort.

	b.
	schema.

	c.
	amniote.

	d.
	genetics.





3.
Many psychologists have drawn cause-and-effect conclusions from relationships seen between parents’ behavior and their children’s behavior. The conclusion that parents influence their children would be more justifiable if the results were the same for

	a.
	boys as they are for girls.

	b.
	adopted children as they are for children living with their biological parents.

	c.
	seven-year-olds as they are for ten-year-olds.

	d.
	children living in rural areas as they are for children living in large cities.





4.
What major personality difference, if any, is consistently found between children raised in traditional families and children raised in nontraditional families?

	a.
	Children raised in nontraditional families are more out-going and uninhibited.

	b.
	Children raised in nontraditional families have lower self-esteem.

	c.
	Children raised in traditional families are less fearful in new situations.

	d.
	There are no major personality differences between children raised in traditional and nontraditional families.



1.
If a gene shows its effects more in one sex than the other because certain hormones activate it, the gene is said to be

	a.
	sex limited.

	b.
	recessive.

	c.
	dominant.

	d.
	sex linked.



3.
Which of the following would count as strong evidence in favor of a genetic influence on a behavior?

	a.
	Dizygotic (fraternal) twins resemble each other in this behavior more than monozygotic (identical) twins do.

	b.
	Dizygotic twins resemble each other in this behavior exactly as much as monozygotic twins do.

	c.
	Adopted children resemble their biological parents in this behavior.

	d.
	Children’s behaviors resemble those of their mothers more than those of their fathers.



4.
A psychologist wishes to investigate the hypothesis thath people inherit a tendency toward aggressive behavior. Which of the following would NOT count as evidence in favor of that hypothesis?

	a.
	Monozygotic twins resemble each other in aggressive behavior more closely than dizygotic twins do.

	b.
	Monozygotic twins who are reared in separate environments resemble each other in aggressive behavior.

	c.
	Most adopted children act about as aggressively as their adoptive parents do.

	d.
	Most adopted children behave about as aggressively as their biological parents do.





5.
Occasionally someone claims that “if some behavioral condition is controlled by genes, then there is nothing we can do to change it.” Which of the following phenomena provides the strongest, clearest evidence against that claim?

	a.
	the effects of corpus callosum damage on the ability to localize sounds

	b.
	the effects of hypnosis on recall of old memories

	c.
	the effects of L-DOPA on Parkinson’s disease

	d.
	the effects of diet on phenylketonuria





6.
In both artificial selection and natural selection, certain genes spread

	a.
	because of survival of the fittest.

	b.
	because individuals with those genes reproduce more than individuals with other genes do.

	c.
	because of the accumulation of both favorable and unfavorable mutations.

	d.
	because those genes benefit the species as a whole, even if they interfere with the survival and reproduction of the individual.


