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	Home phone: (301) 458 3423


	E-mail: gmwilson@usc.edu 


	Education:

	

	· University of Kansas, A.B.  (1964)




	· Cornell University, Ph.D.  (1970)



	· Dissertation topic:  The Nature of the Natural Numbers


	ACADEMIC POSITIONS:

	

	· Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the University of Pittsburgh, 1969-1972

	· Visiting Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Johns Hopkins University, January - July, 1972

	· Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Johns Hopkins University, 1972-1979

	· Associate Professor of Philosophy at Johns Hopkins University, 1979-1983

	· Professor of Philosophy at Johns Hopkins University, 1983-2000


	· Visiting Professor of Philosophy at Princeton University, 1987-1988

	· Joint Appointment in the Department of Cognitive Science at Johns Hopkins University, 1989-2000

	· Visiting Professor of Philosophy at Harvard University, January 1991 - June 1991

	· Professor of Philosophy at the University of California at  Davis, 2000—2005

· Professor of Philosophy at the University of Southern California, 2005-present


	PUBLICATIONS:

	

	Books

	

	The Intentionality of Human Action in the Acta Philosophica Fennica monograph series, Amsterdam: North Holland, 1980.

	

	Narration in Light: Studies in Cinematic Point of View  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1986, reprinted in paperback, 1988.

	

	The Intentionality of Human Action, Revised and Expanded Edition, Palo Alto, CA: Stanford University Press, 1989.

	

	Articles


	

	"Film, Perception, and Point of View," Modern Language Notes (October 1976), pp. 1026-43.

	

	"'You Only Live Once': The Doubled Feature," Sight and Sound 46 (Fall 1977), pp. 221-26.

	

	"On Definite and Indefinite Descriptions," Philosophical Review  87 (January 1978), pp. 48-76.

	

	"Dummett on Frege: Semantic Realism," Journal of the History of Philosophy 16 (October 1978), pp. 457-66.



	"Cheap Materialism," Midwest Studies in Philosophy: Studies in Metaphysics Vol. 4 (February 1979), pp. 51-72.

	

	"The Maddest McGuffin: Notes on North by Northwest," Modern Language Notes 94 (December 1979), pp. 1157-72.

	

	"Max Ophuls' Letter from an Unknown Woman," Modern Language Notes 98 (December 1983), pp. 1121-43.

	

	"Pronouns and Pronominal Descriptions--A New Semantical Category," Philosophical Studies 45 (January 1984), pp. 1-30.

	

	"Davidson on Intentional Action" in Actions and Events: Perspectives on the Philosophy of Donald Davidson, ed. by Ernest LePore and Brian McLaughlin (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1986), pp. 29-43.

	

	"Comments on Kendall Walton's Mimesis as Make-Believe," Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, Vol. LI, No. 2 (June 1991), pp. 395-400.

	

	"Reference and Pronominal Descriptions," Journal of Philosophy, Vol.LXXXVIII, No. 7 (July 1991), pp. 359-387.

	

	"Again, Theory: On Speaker's Meaning, Linguistic Meaning, and the Meaning of a Text," Critical Inquiry (Autumn 1992), pp. 164-185. Reprinted in Rules and Conventions: Literature, Philosophy, Social Theory, ed. by Mette Hjort (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1992), pp. 1-30.

	

	"Said on Contrapuntal Readings," Philosophy in Literature, Vol. 18, No.2 (1994), pp. 265-73.

	

	"Kripke on Wittgenstein and Normativity", Midwest Studies in Philosophy, Vol. XIX (1995), pp. 366-90, reprinted in Rule-Following and Meaning, ed. by A. Miller and C. Wright (Montreal:  McGill-Queens University Press, 2002),  pp. 234-259.

	

	"Morals for Method," Philosophy and Film, ed. by Thomas Wartenburg and Cynthia Freeland (London: Routledge, 1995), pp. 49-67.  This is a slightly altered reprint of the final chapter of Narration in Light.  Also reprinted in Philosophy of Film: An Anthology, ed. by Noel Carroll and Jinhee Choi, (Oxford:  Basil Blackwell, November 2005).

	

	"Reasons as Causes for Action," Contemporary Action Theory: Vol. I ed.by G. Holmstrom-Hintikka and R. Tuomela (Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1997), pp. 65-82.

	

	"On Film Narrative and Narrative Meaning," Film Theory and Philosophy, ed. by Richard Allen and Murray Smith (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998), pp. 221-38.

	

	"Kripke's Wittgenstein and Semantic Realism," Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, Vol. LVIII (March, 1998), pp. 99-122.


	"Le Grand Imagier Steps Out:  The Primitive Basis of Film Narration,"  Philosophical Topics, Vol. 25 (Spring, 1997), pp. 295-318. Reprinted in Philosophy of Film, ed. by Thomas Wartenberg and Angela Curran (London: Routledge, December 2005) and in Philosophy of Film: An Anthology, ed. by Noel Carroll and Jinhee Choi (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, November 2005).

	

	"On Some Untamed Anaphora," Meaning and Reference, ed. by Ali A. Kazmi Truth, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, (Supplementary Volume 23, 1997), pp. 111-141.

	

	"Satisfaction through the Ages," Proceedings of the Twentieth World Congress of Philosophy Volume 6, Analytic Philosophy & Logic, ed. by A Kanomori (Bowling Green: Philosophy Documentation Center, 20000), pp. 89-97).

	

	"Proximal Practical Foresight," Philosophical Studies, vol.99 (May, 2000), pp. 3-19.

	

	"Action,"  Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, general editor, Edward N. Zalta, 2001 http://plato.stanford.edu/ 

	

	"The Transfiguration of Classical Hollywood Norms: On Von Sternberg's Last Films with Dietrich," The Creation of Art: New Essays in Philosophical Aesthetics, ed. by Berys Gaut and Paisley Livingstone, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), pp. 257-87.

	

	“Narrative," entry in The Oxford Handbook of Aesthetics, ed. by Jerrold Levinson (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003), pp. 392-407.

	

	"The Skeptical Solution," The Legitimacy of Truth: Proceedings of the Third Meeting of Italian and American Philosophers, ed. by Riccardo Dottori (Hamburg: Lit Verlag, 2003), pp. 171-88.

	

	”Narrative and Visual Pleasures in The Scarlet Empress,” Proceedings of the Conference on Style and Meaning, forthcoming from (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2004).

	

	Forward to Noel Carroll's, Engaging the Moving Image, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003), p.ix-xx.

	

	"Comments on Richard Moran's Authority and Estrangement," Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, September 2004, vol. LXIX No. 2, pp. 440-47.

	

	“Transparency and Twist in Narrative Fiction Film,” Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, vol. 64:1, pp. 81-96.  Reprinted in Thinking Through Cinema: Film as Philosophy, ed. by Murray Smith and Thomas Wartenberg (London, Blackwell’s Publishing, 2006).

	“Rule-Following, Normativity, and Meaning,” Oxford Handbook of the Philosophy of Language, ed. by Ernie LePore and Barry Smith (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006.

	        “On  Skepticism about Rule-Following in Kripke’s Wittgenstein,” forthcoming in

             Cambridge Studies in Contemporary Philosophers: Kripke, ed. by Alan Berger

             (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007).

         “Rapport, Rupture, and Rape: On Pedro Almodovar’s Talk to Her, forthcoming in a volume of     

              critical essays on Talk to Her, ed. by Anne Eaton (London: Routledge, 2007).



	

	          “Elusive Narrators in Film and Literature,” forthcoming in Philosophical Studies, special

               issue containing the proceedings of the 2006 Oberlin Colloquium, 2007.

           “Is Kripke’s Wittgenstein a Temporal Externalist?” forthcoming in Meaning Across Time, ed.

                by Tom Stoneham (oxford: Oxford University Press, 200?).
             

	

	


Works in Progress

	The Epistemology of Fiction Film (tentative title) a book based partly on a number of my essays on film written in recent years.

 “The Strategy of Reflected Subjectivity in Fritz Lang’s Scarlet Street”

“Imagined Seeing in the Movies”



	Reviews

	

	Stanley Cavell's The World Viewed, The Philosophical Review 83 (April 1974), pp. 240-44.

	

	Christian Metz's Film Language: A Semiotics of the Cinema, Modern Language Notes 89 (December 1974), pp. 1068-73.

	

	Brian Henderson's A Critique of Film Theory, Modern Language Notes 95 (December 1980), pp. 1470-77.

	

	Arthur Danto's The Philosophical Disenfranchisement of Art, The London Times Literary Supplement 4, 371 (January 1987), p.2.

	

	Gilles Deleuze's Cinema 1, Criticism XXX, No. 1 (Winter 1988), pp. 138-41.

	

	Noël Carroll's Philosophical Problems in Classical Film Theory, Philosophical Review 100 (July 1991), pp. 506-10.


	

	Alfred Mele's Springs of Action, Philosophical Review  (January 1994), pp. 175-78.

	

	Francois Rescanati's Direct Reference, Philosophical Review (January, 1995), pp. 159-63.


	TALKS AND OTHER PRESENTATIONS (SINCE 1990): 

	

	"Reference and Pronominal Descriptions." 

	· Conference on Pronouns and Anaphora, Princeton University, October 1990.

	

	"Again Theory: On Speaker's Meaning, Linguistic Meaning, and the Meaning of a Text." 

	· Emory University, October 1990.

	· The University of Oregon, March 1992.

	

	Chair of the Plenary Session (on Kendall Walton's Mimesis as  Make-Believe).

	· The meetings of the American Society of Aesthetics, Austin TX, November 1990.

	

	Discussion of Alfred Mele's The Springs of Action.

	· Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology, April 1992.


	

	Comments on a paper by David Bordwell on film theory.

	· American Society for Aesthetics, September 1993.

	

	"Kripke on Wittgenstein on Normativity."

	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, University of Maryland, Feb. 1993.

	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, University of Western Ontario, March 1993.

	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, University of Connecticut at Storrs, October, 1993.

	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, University of Michigan, March 1994.

	

	"When Meaning Makes a Mess." 

	· Dean's Lecture in the Humanities, sponsored by the humanities Center, University of Western Ontario, March 1993.



	  Comments on Abraham Roth’s “Teleology and Intentional Action.”

· Pacific Division Meetings of the APA, April, 1993.

	

	"Kripke's Wittgenstein and Semantic Realism."

	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Feb. 1995.

	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, Duke University, April, 1995.

	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, Davidson College, April 1995.

	· Summer School for Cognitive Science, the University of San Marino, May 1995.

	· Conference on the work of Saul Kripke in San Marino, May 1996.

	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, McGill University, November, 1996.

	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, University of California at Davis, December, 1996.

	

	Comments on a paper on the Theory of Action.

	· The Pacific Division Meetings of the APA, March, 1995.

	

	"The Enigmatic American Film."

	· Davidson College (Department of English), April 1995.

	· University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (Department of Art History), April 1995.


	· The Academy of the Arts, Honolulu, August 1996.

	

	Six lectures on pronouns and anaphora.

	· The University of Padua, Padua, Italy, May, 1995.

	

	Comments on papers by Michael Bratman and Alfred Mele Author Meets Critics session on The Intentionality of Human Action. 

	· Pacific Division Meetings of the APA, April, 1996.

	

	"On Film Narrative and Narrative Meaning."

	· Workshop on film at Hawaii-Pacific University, August 1996.

	· McGill University (Department of English), November, 1996.


	· University of California at Davis (Department of Philosophy and the Humanities Institute), December, 1996. 

	· New Mexico State University, October, 1997.

	

	"Le Grand Imagier Steps Out, at the Philosophy Department colloquium.

	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, UC Davis, February 1997.

	

	"Under Two Flags: Philosophy and Film Criticism."

	· Conference on Interdisciplinarity, Johns Hopkins University, March 1997.

	

	Commentary on Noel Carroll in an Author Meets Critics session on The Philosophy of Mass Art.

	· Pacific Division Meetings of the APA, Spring 1997.

	

	"Satisfaction Through the Ages."

	· World Congress of Philosophy in Boston, August, 1998.

	

	Chair of the session on Quantification and Anaphora.

	· Eastern Division Meetings of the APA, December, 1998.

	

	"Unlikely Prospects:  On the Representation of Causality in Film."

	· Humanities Forum Lecturer at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Feb. 1999.

	

	Panel on Cinematic Narration. 

	· Eastern Division Meetings of the American Aesthetics Association, March 1999.

	

	"Proximal Practical Foresight." 

	· Invited symposium on Knowledge of Action, Pacific Division Meetings of the APA, March 1999.

	

	"On Narrative Transfiguration in The Scarlet Empress."

	· Alice. B. Kaplan Humanities Lecture, sponsored by the Center for the Humanities, Northwestern University, April 1999.


	· Conference, Film, Mind, and Viewer, University of Copenhagen, May 1999.

	· Conference on Style and Meaning in Film, University of Reading, March 2000.

	· Meetings of the American Aesthetics Association in Reno, Nevada, October 2000.


	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, Ohio State University, September 2001.

	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, University of Southern California, March 2001.


	· Dean's Special lecture, UC Davis, May 11, 2001.

	

	"Kripke's Skeptical Solution."

	· Third International Conference of Italian and American Philosophers, Rome, Italy, June 10, 2001.


	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, UCLA, April 2002.

	

	Three Lectures on Self Conscious Narration in Film,

	1. The Scarlet Empress

	2. Last Year at Marienbad 

	3. Mullholland Drive

	· Australian National University, September, 2002.

	

	"Reflexivity in Classical Narrative Film."

	· Macquarrie University, September, 2002.

	

	Comments on Scott Soames’ Beyond Rigidity.


	· Pacific Division Meetings of the APA, March 2004.

	

	“Best Practices in Graduate Education.” 

	· Symposium at the Pacific Division Meetings of the APA, March 2004.

	

	“Transparency and Twist in Narrative Fiction Film.” 


	· Symposium on Film, Meetings of the American Association for Aesthetics, October, 2004.

	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, USC, November 22, 2004.

	· Symposium on Film Theory, University of Chicago, October 2005.

	· Philosophy Department Colloquium, UC Riverside, Jan. 26, 2005.

· Philosophy department Colloquium, Cal State Norhridge, Oct. 14, 2005.

	           

	“On Almodovar’s Talk to Her.”

	· Central Division Meetings of the APA, April 2005.


	 “On Skepticism About Rule-Following in Kripke’s Wittgenstein”

· Workshop on Temporal Externalism, York University (Toronto, Canada), April, 2006.

  “Elusive Narrators in Film and Literature”

· Oberlin Philosophy Conference, Oberlin College, April, 2006.

   “The Strategy of Reflected Subjectivity in Fritz Lang’s Scarlet Street”

· Arizona Quarterly Symposium
· Melon workshop on Film, Fiction, Philosophy and Love, UNC
   “Imagined Seeing in the Movies”

· Leeds Conference on the Work of Kendall Walton


	COURSES TAUGHT AT UC DAVIS and USC:

	

	Undergraduate

	


	· PHI 123, (UC Davis) Aesthetics

	· PHI 126, (UC Davis) Theory of Action

	· PHI 127, (UC Davis) Film Theory

	· PHI 143, (UC Davis)) Philosophy of Language

	· PHI 198,  (UC Davis) Wittgenstein

· ARTL 100, (USC) Problems of Interpretation in Film and Literature

· PHIL  446, (USC) Aesthetics and Film

	

	Graduate Seminars

	



	· PHI 290, (UC Davis) Wittgenstein on Following a Rule

	· PHI 203, (UC Davis) Topics in the Theory of Action

	· PHI 298, (UC Davis) Narrative and Narration

· PHIL 599, (USC) Wittgenstein


	Dissertations Directed:

	

	At Johns Hopkins University

	· Christopher Page, The Natural Correctness of Names in Plato’s Cratylus: An Interpretative Study, Philosophy, 1978

	· Harriet Baber, Person Stages, Philosophy, 1980

	· Carlos Soto, Wittgenstein’s Phenomology, 1929-30, Philosophy, 1980

	· Day Radebaugh, Theoretical Indeterminancy of Information Processing Theories of Cognitive Behavior, Philosophy, 1982

	· William Taschek, Studies Toward a Theory of Indexical Reference, Philosophy, 1982

	· Timothy Cleveland, Acting, Willing, and Trying, Philosophy, 1986

	· Jeffrey Spike, Anomolous Monism and the Autonomy of Psychology, Philosophy 1987

	· Susan A. White, The Cinema of Max Ophuls, Humanities Center, 1987 (selected as the best 1987 dissertation in Film Studies by the Society of Cinema Studies)

	· Thomas Urbach, Questions of Meaning: A Discourse Theoretic Alternative to Truth Conditional Semantics for the Interrogative Mood, Philosophy, 1990

	· Alan Penczek, The Causal Efficacy of Mental Properties, Philosophy 1997

	· Tara Gilligan, Constructing a Moral Life: Literature and the Ordinary Moral Agent, Philosophy 2003

	

	At the University of California, Davis

	· Brian Bowman, Semantic Competence, Philosophy, expected 2006

	· Nicholas Diehl, Problems of Cinematic Narration, Philosophy, expected 2007


	Administrative Service:

	

	· Undergraduate Advisor, the University of Pittsburgh Philosophy Department, 1970-72

	· Freshman Studies Council, 1971-72 (a university committee at the University of Pittsburgh to study the reform of freshman education)

	· Director of Graduate Studies, Johns Hopkins University, 1979-87; 1989-91

	· Academic Council (1 year term) 1983-84

	· Academic Council (5 year term) 1984-89

	· Mind-Brain Institute Task Force, 1986-88

	· Acting Chairman of the Philosophy Department, 1988-89

	· Dean's Special Advisory Committee, 1988-89

	· Chairman, Philosophy Department, 1991-94 and 1997-1999

	· Faculty Budget Advisory Committee, 1995-1997

	· Faculty Board of the Johns Hopkins Press, 1996-2000


	· Member of the Steering Committee of CRCL (Center for the 
Study of Culture and Literature)

	· Advisory Board, Humanities Institute, UC Davis, 2000-present

	· Advisory Board, Committee for Critical Theory, UC Davis, 2000-present

	· Dean's Advisory Committee, UC Davis, 2001-02 

	· Search Committee (Ethics position), UC Davis, 2001-2

	· Advisory Board, Film Studies Program, UC Davis, 2003-present

	· Graduate Advisor, Philosophy Department, UC Davis, 2001-present

	· Internal Reviewer, Graduate Studies Review of the UC Davis, French Department, 2004-05.


	· Search Committee (Metaphysics/Epistemology position) 2004-05.

· USC Philosophy Department Admissions Committee, 2006

· Provost Committee for the Best Arts and Sciences Dissertation, 2006

· Selection Committee for Provost’s Fellowships in Arts and Sciences, 2006 and 2007


	Academic Honors and Fellowships:

	

	· University of Kansas, Dean's List

	· Carnegie Research Fellow (in Philosophy), 1962-63

	· National Science Foundation Fellow (in Psychology), 1963-64


	· Graduation, with Honors

	· Special Honors in Philosophy

	· Phi Beta Kappa, 1964

	· Woodrow Wilson Fellow, 1964-65

	· Cornell Special Fellow in Philosophy, 1966-67


	· Cornell Senior Fellow, 1967-68

	· University of Pittsburgh Summer Research Stipend, 1972

	· Fellow at the National Humanities Center, 1994-95  


	Some Other Professional Activities:


	

	· Member of The American Philosophical Association

	· Member of the American Society of Aesthetics 

	· Advisor to Program Committee (Philosophy of Mind), Eastern Division of the APA, 1991-1994.

	· Member of the Princeton Philosophy Department's Advisory Council, 1992-98.

	· Member of the External Review Committee for the Philosophy Department, the University of Michigan, October 2001.

	Continuing Member of an Advisory Panel for a program on Film, Fiction, Philosophy, and Love to be held at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill in 2006-7--sponsored by a grant from the Mellon Foundation.

· Member of External Advisory Committee for the Philosophy Department, Harvard University, 2005-6.

	· Press Referee: Harvard University Press, Princeton University Press, Cambridge University Press, Cornell University Press, Oxford University Press, Basil Blackwell, Johns Hopkins University Press, University of Pittsburgh Press, University of Minnesota Press, MIT Press, Stanford University Press.


	· Journal Referee: Notre Dame Journal of Formal Logic, Nous, Linguistics and Philosophy, Pacific Philosophical Quarterly, Australasian Journal of Philosophy, Behavior and Brain Sciences, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, Modern Language Notes, Synthese, Philosophical Studies, Canadian Journal of Philosophy. 
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