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Course Description       

This course provides an introduction to the field of Environmental Studies.  As an interdisciplinary field of study Environmental Studies incorporates several distinct areas of analysis; this class will introduce students to its many facets.  We will explore our physical and social environment from several perspectives in an effort to provide an organic view -- a living view.   The course takes an expansive look at theoretical perspectives in human ecology in an effort to provide a meaningful foundation for “learning our way out” of the environmental quagmire.  The environmental discourse is complex; by reviewing its dominant threads this class will prepare students to think critically and systematically about nature and the place of human society within it.

The Reading      

The reading for this course is extensive.  Students are expected to read the required texts as assigned for analysis and discussion.  The reading list is provided below.  Be sure to read assigned material before date for which it is assigned.  

Required Texts:
Brennan & Withgott:  Environment: The Science Behind the Stories (Benjamin Cummings, 2004)

Cahn & O'Brien: Thinking About the Environment  (M.E. Sharpe, 1996)

Vig & Kraft:  Environmental Policy in the 1990s, 4th Edition (CQ Press, 2000)

Course Requirements 

This course integrates readings, lecture, small group discussion, and class discussion in a multi-disciplinary approach to understanding Environmental Studies.  To the extent possible we will use Southern California’s urban environment as a laboratory. The quality of the course is directly related to the effort each student puts forward; participation is a critical element.  Students are expected to attend class sessions regularly and to keep up with assigned readings.  Further, students are expected to participate actively in class discussions and projects.  Finally, students are expected to be prepared to summarize and critically analyze readings within class discussions.  A paper, a midterm and a final exam will be required.   This will be discussed more fully in class.



Participation: 20%     Midterm: 20%     Paper: 30%     Final Exam: 30% 
Paper:  A paper analyzing different aspects of the Environmental discourse is required.   The paper topics will be discussed in class, and relate to the issues we’ll be discussing during the semester.  As always, papers should be written in scholarly format, with full citations and bibliography.  Recent scholarly literature beyond the assigned course readings must be included.  All papers must be typed, double-spaced. Format, content, and style will be explained in class.

SEMESTER OUTLINE   (Readings should be done prior to class session for which they are assigned)
Week 1 (1/12):
The Environment in Perspective
     
Overview of course; Introduction to Concepts

Brennan, chapters 1-2
Week 2 (1/19): Martin Luther King Day, University Holiday

Part One:  The Green Critique

Week 3 (1/26):  Perspectives on Nature and the Physical World (readings are in Cahn & O’Brien)
“The Creation of the World,” Genesis

“The Purpose of Nature,”  Aristotle
“The City of God,”  St. Augustine
“Creation in Light of Luiseño Religion,” Sam Gill
 “The Hopi Myth of Creation,” Frank Waters
Property and Possession  (readings are in Cahn & O’Brien)
“The Nature of Private Property,”  Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Second Treatise of Government,  John Locke
“The Problem of Justice between Generations,”  John Rawls


"The New Forms of Control," Herbert Marcuse
Women and Economics, Charlotte Perkins Gilman (http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/gilman/economics/economics.html)
Week 4 (2/2):  The Relationship between Nature and Civilization  (readings in Cahn & O’Brien)
Walden, Henry David Thoreau;

"Nature," Ralph Waldo Emerson;

Silent Spring, Rachel Carson; The Population Bomb,  Paul Ehrlich
The Closing Circle: Nature, Man, and Technology,  Barry Commoner
"The Concept of Social Ecology," from The Ecology of Freedom, Murray Bookchin
"Ecology: The Shallow and the Deep," Arne Naess
"The Tragedy of the Commons," Garrett Hardin
"Feminism and the Revolt of Nature," Ynestra King
Part Two: Ecological Principles
Week 5 (2/9):
The Building Blocks of the Physical Environment
Matter, Energy, & Life; Biological Communities & Ecosystems




Brennan, chapters 4, 5, & 6

Week 6 (2/16):
Presidents' Day, University Holiday

Week 7 (2/23):  The Building Blocks of the Social Environment

Population, Resource Economics, Public Health; Sustainability



Brennan, chapters 5, 6, & 7

Week 8 (3/1):
Biodiversity



Brennan, chapter 15




Midterm Exam:   Please bring two bluebooks.  
Part Three: Environmental Issues and Hotspots
Week 9 (3/8):
Land Use 



Brennan, chapters 8, 9, & 16



3/15 SPRING RECESS – No Class

Week 10 (3/22): Air 



Brennan, chapters 11 & 12

Week 11 (3/29): Water


Brennan, chapters 13 & 14

Week 12 (4/5):
Energy & Solid and Hazardous Waste



Brennan, chapters 17, 18, & 19

Part Four: Learning Our Way Out


Week 13 (4/12): Environmental Equity and Justice   

Readings in Cahn & O’Brien:
Environmental Justice,  Peter Wenz
Environmental Racism, Robert Bullard
"Should Trees Have Standing?" Christopher Stone

 Ecological Literacy,  Orr
In Vig & Kraft: Ringquist on Environmental Justice, chapter 11




Also, read ahead in Vig & Kraft chapters 1-5 for next week.

Week 14 (4/19): Policy Responses: Bureaucracy & Regulation 
Vig & Kraft: chapters 6-12; Brennan, chapter 3 & 10

Week 15 (4/26): Learning Our Way Out; Global Questions, Local Answers
Vig & Kraft: chapters 13, 16, 17; 

readings in Cahn & O’Brien:
Environmentalism and the Future of Progressive Politics,  Paehlke
Envisioning a Sustainable Society: Learning Our Way Out,  Milbrath




Brennan, chapter 20

Final Exam as scheduled:
The Final will be Cumulative.
