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Curriculum Vitae  

March, 2011 

Hagit Borer 
Department of Linguistics 
University of Southern California 
Los Angeles, CA 90089-1693 
USA 
borer@usc.edu 
http://www-bcf.usc.edu/~borer 

 

Education: 

B.A.      Tel-Aviv University, Israel (1977). 

Ph.D.      Massachusetts Institute of Technology (1981). 

Academic Appointments (primary): 

1981-82     Sloan Post-doctoral Fellow, University of California,  
     Irvine 

1982-86     Assistant Professor of Linguistics and Cognitive Sciences, 
     University of  California, Irvine. 

Fall 1986-Spring 1990 Associate Professor of Linguistics and Cognitive Sciences, 
     University of  California, Irvine. 

Fall 1990-Fall 1996  Professor of Linguistics, University of Massachusetts,  
     Amherst. 

Winter 1997-Present Professor of Linguistics, University of Southern   
     California, Los Angeles 

Distinctions, Fellowships, Grants 

Sloan Post-doctoral Fellow, University of California, Irvine, 1981-1982 

NSF Grant: The Maturation of Grammar (with Professor K. Wexler), 1985-87 
($281,333.00). 

Fellow, OTS, Utrecht University, January 1993. 

Belle van Zuylen Distinguished Visiting Chair Award, Utrecht University, Fall 2000 
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Visiting Fellow, CNRS, Paris, Summer 2004 (Poste Rouge). 

Visions and Voices Award, 2009-2010 

USC Melon Award for Graduate Student Mentoring, 2010 

Visiting Appointments  

Fall 1984-    Visiting Scholar, Linguistics Department, Tel-Aviv  
     University, Israel. 

Spring 1986-   Visiting Professor, Tel-Aviv University, Israel. 

Fall 1986-    Visiting Scientist, Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Fall 1987-    Visiting Professor, University College, London. 

Fall 1988-    Visiting Professor, School of Oriental and African Studies, 
     London University, London. 

12/93-1/94-   Visiting Professor, Tel-Aviv University, Tel-Aviv, Israel. 

Spring, 1995-   Visiting Professor, Department of English, The Hebrew  
     University of Jerusalem. 

Winter, 1997-   Visiting Professor, Department of Linguistics, University 
     of Vienna, Vienna. 

Spring, 1997-   Visiting Scholar, Department of Linguistics,   
     Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois 

Summer 1998-  Visiting Professor, Department of Linguistics, University 
     of Vienna, Vienna. 

Fall 2000-    Belle van Zuilen Distinguished Visiting Professor, Utrecht 
     University, The Netherlands 

Spring 2007-   Visiting Scholar, Ecole Normale Supérieure, Paris, France 

Spring 2011    Visiting Scholar, Utrecht Institute of Linguistics, Utrecht, 
     The Netherlands 

Invited Research Seminar Series and Doctoral Summer Schools 

2/2011-     Professor, ABRALIN Linguistics School, Curitiba, Brazil 

6/2009-     Professor, LISSIM 4 (4th Linguistic Summer School in the 
     Indian  Mountains).  
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7/2008-     Keynote Instructor, the 10th Seoul International   
     Conference on Generative Grammar, three lectures (nine 
     hours), Konkuk. University, Seoul. 

3/2008-     Visiting Professor, Center for Research in Syntax,  
     Semantics and Phonology, Brussels, four lectures. 

6/2007-     Visiting Lecturer, The Exo-skeletal agenda, Universitat  
     Autònoma de Barcelona, two lectures (six hours). 

4/2007-     Visiting Scholar: The structure of derived nominals,  
     École normale supérieure, Paris, four Lectures. 

5/2006-     Visiting Scientist, Structuring sense, University of  
     Tromsø, four lectures. 

7/2005-     Professor, Linguistics Society of America Summer School, 
     MIT/Harvard. 

4/2005-     Professor, Sils Maria Graduate School in Linguistics 

5-7/2004-    Visiting Scientist, Université Paris VIII, invited course  
     (three lectures). 

7-8/2003-    Professor, East European Generative Grammar Summer  
     School, Lublin, Poland. 

2/2000-     Visiting Professor, Kanda University, Japan, eight  
     lectures. 

12/1997-     Visiting Professor, Tilburg University, The Netherlands - 
     five lectures . 

9/1997-     Professor, Summer School in Morphology, Université de 
     Nantes, France. 

July 1994 -    Professor, GISSL Graduate Summer School, Girona, Spain. 

June 1989-    Visiting Professor, University of Geneva - five lectures. 

Publications: 

Books (in print): 

Borer, H. 2005a In Name Only: Structuring Sense vol I (310pp). Oxford: Oxford  
  University Press. 

Borer, H. 2005b The Normal Course of Events: Structuring Sense vol II (400pp).  
  Oxford: Oxford University Press. 



CV, Borer, March 2011 4/19 

Borer, H. 1986. The Syntax of Pronominal Clitics, Syntax and Semantics Vol. 19, ed. 
 New York: Academic Press. 

Borer, H. 1984. Parametric Syntax: Case Studies in Semitic and Romance 

 Languages. Dordrecht: Foris Publications. 

Borer, H. and J. Aoun. 1981. Theoretical Issues in the Grammar of Semitic Languages, 
eds. MITWPL, Vol. 3. Cambridge: Department of Linguistics, MIT. 

Books (forthcoming, under contract) 

Borer, H. Taking Form: Structuring Sense Volume III.  Under contract, Oxford: Oxford 
University Press 

Alexiadou, A., H. Borer and F. Schaffer. Roots (eds.), under contract, Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 

Other: 

1995. Editor , Special Issue, Natural Language and Linguistic Theory, 13.1, dedicated 
to the syntax of Modern Hebrew. 

Journal Articles and Book Chapters (reviewed): 

Borer, H. 2011 (in press) "In the event of a nominal," in Everaert, M., M. Marelj, M. 
and T. Siloni (eds.) The Theta System: Argument Structure at the Interface. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Borer, H. 2010. “Locales,” in E. Doron, M. Rappaport-Hovav and I. Sichel (eds.) Papers 

in honor of Anita Mittwoch.  Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Borer, H. and Isabelle Roy. 2010. "The name of the adjective,” in P. Cabredo Hoffher 
and O. Matushansky (eds.) Adjectives.  John Benjamins. 

Borer, H. 2009. “Hebrew Compounds,” in R. Lieber and P. Stekauer (eds.) Handbook of 

Compounds. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Borer, H. and Isabelle Roy. 2006. "Le nom de l'adjectif," in P. Cabredo Hoffher and O. 
Matushansky (eds.) Recherches Linguistiques de Vincennes 34: L'adjectif. Pp. 
99-124. 

Borer, H. 2005. "The syntax and semantics of quantity," in P. Kempchinsky and R. 
Slabakova (eds.) Aspectual Inquiries, Dordrecht: Springer (former Kluwer) 

Borer, H. 2003. "Computing argument structure: the early grammar," in J. Shimron, 
ed. Language Processing and Language Acquisition in a Root-Based Morphology, 
John Benjamins 

Borer, H. 2003 "The Grammar Machine," in A. Alexiadou, E. Anagnostopoulou and M. 
Everaert, eds. The Unaccusative Puzzle, Oxford University Press. 
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Borer, H. 2003. "Exo-skeletal vs. Endo-skeletal Explanations: Syntactic Projections 
and the Lexicon," M. Polinsky and J. Moore (eds.) The Nature of Explanation. 
Chicago: Chicago University Press (distributed by CSLI). 

Borer, H. and B. Rohrbacher. 2002. "Minding the absent: Arguments for the Full 
Competence Hypothesis," Language Acquisition.10.2 123-176. 

Fu, J., T. Roeper and H. Borer. 2001. "The VP within nominalizations: evidence from 
adverbs and the VP anaphor do-so". Natural Language and Linguistic Theory 

19.3: 549-582 

Borer, H. 1999. "Deconstructing the construct", in K. Johnson and I. Roberts, eds.  
Beyond Principles and Parameters, Kluwer, Dordrecht. 

Borer, H. and B. Rohrbacher. 1998. "Mind that Gap," in Celebration: An Electronic 
Collection of papers presented to N. Chomsky on the occasion of his 70th 
birthday, Cambridge:  MIT Press. 

Borer, H. 1998. "Deriving passive without theta roles", in S. Lapointe, D. Brentari, and 
P. Farrell, eds. Morphology and its Relation to Phonology and Syntax, Stanford, 
CA: CSLI Publications, pp. 60-99. 

Borer, H. 1998. "The morphology-syntax interface", in Spencer, A. and A. Zwicky, eds. 
Morphology Basil Blackwell. 

Borer, H. 1997. "The construct in review", in J. Lecarme, J. Lowenstamm and U. 
Shlonsky, eds.  Studies in Afroasiatic Grammar, Holland Academic Graphics, 
The Hague, pp. 30-61. 

Borer, H. and B. Rohrbacher. 1997. "Features and projections: an argument for full 
competence", in Proceedings of the 23 Boston University Conference on 

Language Development. 

Borer, H. 1997.  "Functional Projections: at the interface of acquisition, morphology 
and syntax", in G. Matos, M. Miguel, I. Duarte and I. Faria. eds. Interfaces in 

Linguistic Theory, Associação Portuguesa de Linguistica/Edições Eolibri. 

Borer, H. 1996. "Access to Universal Grammar: the real issues", commentary on 
Epstein, Flynn and Martohardjono, Brain and Behavioral Sciences 19.4. 

Borer, H. 1996. "The projection of arguments", in M. Ennaji (ed.) Proceedings of the 

1st International Conference of GREL, Fes, Morocco. 

Borer, H. 1996. "Functional projections and lexical underdetermination in the early 
grammar", in C. Koster (ed.) Proceedings on the Generative Approaches to 

Language Acquisition conference, Groningen, September 1995. 

Borer, H. 1995. "The ups and downs of Hebrew verb movement", Natural Language 

and Linguistic Theory  13.3. 
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Borer, H. 1994. "The projection of arguments", in E. Benedicto and J. Runner 
University of Massachusetts Occasional Papers in Linguistics. 17. 

Borer, H. 1993. "Syntactic clitics", entry in W. Bright (editor in chief) The Oxford 

Encyclopedia of Linguistics, Oxford University Press, London and New York. 

Borer, H. and K. Wexler, 1992. "Bi-unique relations and the maturation of 
grammatical principles", Natural Language and Linguistic Theory 10.2. 

Borer, H. 1991 "The causative-inchoative alternation: a case study in Parallel 
Morphology" The Linguistic Review, 8, 119-158 

Borer, H. 1990. "-ing: It walks like an adjective, it talks like an adjective", Linguistic 

Inquiry21.1.  

Borer, H. 1989. "Anaphoric Agr", in O. Jaeggli and K. Safir (eds.) The Null subject 

Parameter, Dordrecht: Kluwer  

Borer, H. 1989. "On the morphological parallelism between compounds and 
construct state nominals", in G. Booij and J. van Marle (eds.) The Morphology 

Yearbook 1, Foris Publications, Dordrecht. 

Borer, H.1988. "Subject reference", in A. Fassi Fehri (ed.) Proceedings of the 1st 
International Conference of the Linguistic Society of Morocco. 

Borer, H. and K. Wexler, 1987. "The maturation of syntax", in T. Roeper and E. 
Williams, Parameter Setting, Reidel Inc. 

Borer, H. 1986. "I-Subjects", Linguistic Inquiry, 17.3. 

Borer, H. 1986. "Introduction", to H. Borer (ed.). 

Borer, H. and Y. Grodzinsky, 1986. "Lexical cliticization vs. syntactic cliticization", in 
H. Borer, ed. Syntax and 1986. Semantics Vol. 19. 

Borer, H. 1984. "The Projection Principle and rules of morphology", in Proceedings 

from the XIV Annual Meeting of the North-Eastern Linguistic Society, Amherst.  

Borer, H.1984. "Restrictive relatives in Modern Hebrew", in Natural Language and 

Linguistic Theory, 2, pp. 219-260. 

Borer, H. and L. Tuller, 1984. "Nominative/agreement complementarity and VSO 
languages", Proceedings of the Conference on African Linguistics.  

Borer, H., J. Aoun and M. Halle, 1981. "Introduction", in H. Borer and J. Aoun, (eds.). 

Borer, H. 1981. "Comments on the pro-drop phenomena", in H. Borer and J. Aoun 
(eds.). 
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Borer, H. 1981. "On the linguistic aspects of combined discourse", (in Hebrew) in Ha-

sifrut ('Literature'), Spring 1981. The Porter Institute for Poetics and 
Semiotics, Tel-Aviv University, Israel. 

Borer, H. 1981. "Extraction from the clitic-doubled construction", in Proceedings from 

the XI Annual Meeting of the North-Eastern Linguistic Society, Ithaca. 

Borer, H. 1979. "Schwa in Tiberian Hebrew: an argument for cyclic rules of syllable 
structure modification", in K. Safir (ed.) MIT Working Papers in Linguistics Vol. 
1, Department of Linguistics, MIT. 

Public Lectures 

Conferences: Keynote Address: 

"Root Bound" The Brazilian Association of Linguistics (ABRALIN), February 2011 

"In the Event of a Nominal" (A)Voiding The Lexicon Workshop, December 4-5, 2010 
University of Munich (Prevented from attending by air controllers strike) 

"In the Event of a Nominal" The lexicon-syntax interface Workshop, University of 
Barcelona December 2-3, 2010.  

"Synthetic Compounds and the Lexicon-syntax Boundary" Events Workshop, Université 
Paris 3 Sorbonne October 2010 

"Agreement Plurals", Countability Workshop, September 22.-24, 2010 at Ruhr-Universität 
Bochum. 

"Synthetic Compounds" Workshop on Exploring communication between syntax and 

phonology, 16-17 September 2010, University of Tromsø/CASTL (declined) 

"Roots and Categories" 19th Colloquium on Generative Grammar, University of the 
Basque Country, April 2009 

"Syntax for Kinds?" The Mass-Count Workshop, University of Toronto, February 
2009. 

Three three-hour lectures featured in The 10th Seoul International Conference on 
Generative Grammar, Konkuk University, Seoul 143-701, KOREA, July 2008  

“Notes on Late Insertion”, WCCFL 27, UCLA, May 2008. 

“Compounds, Again” CONSOLE XVI, University of Paris VII, January 2008.  

"Derived Nominals, Again" Launching Colloquium for the research center Incremental 

Specification in Context, University of Stuttgart November 23-25 2006.  

“Locales”, Plenary Session, GLOW summer school, University of Stuttgart, August 13, 
2006 (was prevented from attending by air traffic problems) 
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“Taking Form”, Linguistics Symposium, California State University, Fullerton, April 
2006.  

"Verbs and Events: Deriving Quantity," Workshop on Verb Meaning and Syntax, 
Stuttgart University, January 2003. ( 

"One is the Loneliest Number,"  The Moroccan Linguistic Institute, May 2003.  

"Deriving Quantity in Event Structure," The Moroccan Linguistic Institute, May 2003.  

"Grammar in the Lexicon: How?  How Much?" West Coast Conference on Linguistics 
(WECOL) University of Arizona, Tucson, September 2003.  

"Words Can't Describe It: The Syntax of Quantity Events," Center for the Advanced 
Studies of Theoretical Linguistics Kick-off Conference, University of Tromsø, 
Norway, October 2003.  

"The Formation, the Forming and the Form of Nominals," Round Table on Event 
Structure, University of British Columbia and Simon Fraser University, 
Vancouver, April 1999.  

"Structuring Events," Workshop on the Architecture of Grammar, University of 
Geneva, May 1999.  

"Passive without theta grids", Conference on the interface between Morphology and 
Syntax and Morphology and Phonology, UC Davis, May 1995.  

"Passive without theta grids", The Interfaces Conferences, Oporto, Portugal, 
November 1995. 

"The projection of arguments", The First International Conference of GREL, Fes, 
Morocco, March 1994.  

"Language acquisition and syntactic modularity", The Modularity Workshop, Tel Aviv 
University, May 1991. 

"The maturation of syntax", paper presented in the Conference on Language 
Acquisition, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, May 1984 (co-authored 
with Ken Wexler). 

Conferences: Invited Address: 

"Bare Nouns, Kindly" Weak Referentiality Workshop, Utrecht Institute of Linguistics, 
March 29, 2011 

“Categorizing Roots”, Roots: Word formation from the perspective of “core lexical 

elements” Workshop, Universität Stuttgart, June 2009 

"Very Late Insertion", Root Bound workshop, University of Southern California, 
February 2009 
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“Plurals, Classifiers, and the Structure of the DP,” The syntax of Bare Nouns Number, 
Classifiers and Determiners, one day workshop, Paris VII, June 25t, 2007. 

“Nominalizations: Some remarks”, Bare Nouns and Nominalizations, Workshop 
organized by the "Incremental Specification in Context" project, University of 
Stuttgart, June 2007.  

“Locales,” Workshop on Syntax, Lexicon and Event Structure Honoring Anita 
Mittwoch on her 80th Birthday, Hebrew University, Jerusalem,. July 3-6, 2006. 

“Notes on Decomposing Events”, Workshop on Decomposition, University of Tromsø, 
Norway, May 29-31, 2006.  

"Nominal Quantity," Workshop on the structure of DP and QP, University of Frankfurt, 
Germany, Saarbrucke December 16-17, 2005. 

"The Name of the Adjective," (co-authored with I. Roy), Workshop on Adjectives, 
University of Paris VII, September 2005. 

"Decomposition Revisited"  workshop on Issues on the Form and Interpretation of 
Argument Structure, Harvard University, July 1, 2005.  

"Comments on Ramchand," Workshop on the Linguistics-Philosophy Interface, 
University of Southern California, February 2003.  

"The Exo-Skeletal Grammar: Reevaluating the syntax/lexicon interface," The Sixth 
Moroccan Linguistic Meeting of the Linguistic Society of Morocco , Mohammad 
V University, Rabat, May 2003. 

"One is the Loneliest Number," Recent Approaches to the Syntax and Semantics of 
Semitic Languages, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, October 2003.  

"The Syntax and Semantics of Quantity," Aspect Workshop, University of Iowa, May 
2002.  

"Derived Nominals and the Sound-Meaning Pair," Workshop on Derived Nominals 
and Morphosyntax, University of Teubingen, April 2001.  

"Derived Nominals and the Sound-Meaning Pair," Workshop on The Grammar of 
Aspect, Ben Gurion University of the Negev, June 2001. . 

"Morphosyntax: a Survey," Southern California Linguistic Circle, USC, February 1999 

"The Form of Nominals," Nominalization Round Table, ZAS, Berlin, December 1999.  

"Endo-skeletal and Exo-skeletal Explanations: The Impoverished Lexicon," Workshop 
on Explanation in Linguistics, UC San Diego, December 1999.  

"Projecting Event Structure", UCLA Workshop on Tense and Aspect, Lake Arrowhead, 
May 1998.  
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"The Grammar Machine: A view of acquisition from the top," Workshop on Perfection 
in Syntax, Collegium Budapest, June 1998. 

"Control and arbitrary subjects," SYNCOM workshop, NIAS, January 1997. 

"Arbitrary Subjects", The Extended Projected Principle Workshop, Tromsø, Norway, 
June 1997.  

"The construct in review", SYNCOM workshop, NIAS, June 1997.  

"Null bare plurals", Comparative Syntax Workshop, Ybbs, Austria, July 1997. 

"Passive without theta grids", The Morphology-Syntax Interface, Vienna, July 1995     

"VSO vs. SVO: a grammar in transition", V1 workshop, Leiden, June 1993. 

"The morphology-syntax interface: a study of autonomy", KREMS, July 1992. 

"A modular approach to syntactic word formation", paper presented at the 
Chomskyian Turn conference, Tel-Aviv University and Van Leer Institute, 
Israel, May 1988. 

"Comments on Pesetsky", paper presented at the UCLA Workshop on the Lexicon, 
January 1988.  

"Coreferring subjects", paper presented at the 1st International Meeting of the 
Linguistic Society of Morocco, Rabat, May 1987.  

"Parallel Morphology: the case of Hebrew noun phrases", paper presented at the XIV 
International Congress of Linguists, Berlin, DDR, August 1987. 

"Levels of affixation and rules of morphology", Sloan Workshop on Comparative 
Syntax, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, May 1985. 

"Theta-grids and argument structure: the case of Hebrew binyanim", Symposium on 
Thematic Relations, Linguistics Society of America Annual Meeting, Seattle, 
December 1985. 

"The maturation of syntax", paper presented in the Conference on Language 
Acquisition, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, May 1984 (co-authored 
with Ken Wexler). 

Other Conference Presentations (selected):   

"Men and their Apples: Count plural and Agreement plural" (jointly with Sarah 
Ouwayda), The First BA'AL Afro-Asiatic Grammar Conference, Paris VII, November 
25-27 2010 

“The Name of the Adjective”, GLOW 30, Workshop on Linguistic Variation, University 
of Tromsø (co-authored with Isabelle Roy), April 2007. 
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"Things that Count," Glow 2005, Workshop on the Syntax of Semitic Languages, 
University of Geneva, March 2005. 

"One is the Loneliest Number," Conference on the Syntax and Semantics of Semitic 
Languages, 16, University of Southern California, May 2001 

"Computing Argument Structure: The Early Grammar," The Israeli Association of 
Theoretical Linguistics, Tel-Aviv University, June 2000. 

"Structuring Arguments," Conference on Semitic Syntax, Linguistics Summer School, 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, July, 1999.  

"The Form, The Forming, and the Formation of Nominals," 2nd Mediterranean 
Meeting on Morphology, Malta, September 1999. 

"The Grammar Machine:  A view of acquisition from the top," Conference on The 
Syntax of Semitic Languages, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, 
May 1998 

"The Acquisition of Argument Structure in Hebrew," Conference on Afro-Asiatic 
Languages, School of Oriental and African Studies, London University, London, 
June 1998. 

"The passive/anti-passive alternation", GLOW 19, Athens, April 1996 (co-authored 
with L. Benua). 

"Features and projections: an argument for the full competence hypothesis", The 
23rd Boston University Conference on Language Development, November 
1996 (co-authored with B. Rohrbacher). 

"The projection of arguments", Israeli Association of Theoretical Linguistics, 11, June 
1995. 

"Functional projections and lexical underdetermination in early grammar", 
Groningen, in the Generative Association of language Acquisition, September 
1995 (prevented from attending). 

"Functional projections and lexical underdetermination in early grammar", The 22nd 
Boston University Conference on Language Development, November 1995. 

"Deconstructing the construct", 1st Conference on Hamito-Semitic Languages, Nice, 
France, June 1994. 

"The inchoative-causative alternation: A case study in Parallel Morphology", Paper 
presented at the 1991 GLOW 14, Leiden, March 1991. 

"The inchoative-causative alternation: a case study in Parallel Morphology", Israeli 
Association of Theoretical Linguistics, 6, Jerusalem, February 1990. 
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"The acquisition of participle agreement in Italian: a maturational account", GLOW 11, 
Budapest, April 1988 (with K. Wexler). 

"Anaphoric Agr" GLOW 10, Venice, April 1987. 

"Levels of affixation and rules of morphology", Israeli Association of Theoretical 
Linguistics, 2, Jerusalem, June 1986. 

"Levels of affixation and the Lexical Learning Hypothesis", Boston University 
Conference on Language Acquisition, Symposium on Universal Grammar and 
Child Language, October 1985. 

"The Projection Principle and rules of morphology", NELS XIV, 1984  

"Constraining morphology", WCCFL 3, Santa Cruz, March 1984. 

"Nominative/agreement complementarity and VSO language", African Languages and 
Linguistics, UCLA, March 1984 (co-authored with Laurice Tuller). 

"Proper government by clitics as a parameter of core grammar", GLOW 4, Gottingen, 
April 1981. 

"Empty subjects and constraints on thematic relations", NELS X, 1980 

Departmental Invited talks: 

2011 Leiden University, The Netherlands 
 University of Brussels, Belgium 

 Holland Linguistics Circle, The Netherlands 
 University of London, College of Queen Mary 

2010 University of Paris VIII/CNRS 

 University of Maryland 

2009 University of Florence, Italy. 
 Tromsø University, Norway (two lectures) 

2008 University of Utrecht, Utrecht, The Netherlands. 

2007 Institut d'Histoire et de Philosophie des Sciences et des Techniques (IHPST),  
  Paris, France. 
 University of Southern California, USA 

2006 Wroclaw University (two lectures), Poland 

 University of Lyon, France 
 University of Geneva, Switzerland 

2005 Michigan State University, USA 

2004 Rutgers University , USA 

2002 Stanford University, USA 

2001 Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA 
 University of Paris VII, France 
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2000 University of Tokyo, Japan 

 City University of New York Graduate Center, USA 
 New York University, USA 
 Tel-Aviv University, Israel 
 Tilburg University, The Netherlands 
 Leiden University, The Netherlands 
 University of Groningen, The Netherlands 

1999 University of California, Irvine, USA 
 University of Florence, Italy 
 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (two talks),USA 

1998 University of California, Los Angeles, USA 

1997 Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA 

1996 University of Hawaii at Manoa, Hawaii 
 University of Southern California (two talks, USA) 
 University of Maryland, College Park, USA 
 Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA 
 University of Pennsylvania, USA 
 University of Arizona, Tucson, USA 

1995 University of Utrecht, The Netherlands 
 The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel 
 Tel Aviv University (two lectures), Israel 
 Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA 

1994 Frankfurt University (two lectures), Germany 

 University of Calgary (two lectures), Canada 

1993 Utrecht University, The Netherlands 
 University of California at Los Angeles, USA 
 University of Southern California, USA 
 University of Groningen, The Netherlands 
 Jersey Circle, Rutgers University, USA 

1992 University of Toronto, Canada 

1991 McGill University, Canada 
 Universite de Quebec a Montreal, Canada 
 City University of New York Graduate Center, USA 
 Tel-Aviv University, Israel 
 School of Oriental and African Studies, London University, UK 
 University of Connecticut, Storrs, USA 
 Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA 

1990 University of Southern California, USA 

1989 University of Massachusetts, Amherst, USA 
 University of Washington, Seattle, USA 

1988 Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA 
 Cambridge University, Cambridge, UK 
 Essex University, UK 



CV, Borer, March 2011 14/19 

 University of Edinburgh (two talks), UK 
 School of African and Oriental Studies, University of London, UK 

1987 University of Fes, Fes, Morocco 
 Reading University, UK. 
 School of African and Oriental Studies, University of London, UK 

1986 Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA 
 University of Massachusetts, Amherst, USA 
 University of Connecticut, Storrs, USA 

1985 Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA 
 University of California, Los Angeles, USA 

1984 University of Washington, Seattle, USA 
 University of California, Los Angeles, USA 
 The Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel 

1983 University of Geneva, Geneva, Switzerland 

1982 Boston University, Boston, USA 
 Stanford University, Stanford, USA 
 University of California, Los Angeles, USA 
 Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA 
 University of Arizona, Tucson, USA 
 University of Southern California, USA 

1981 University of Utrecht, The Netherlands 
 Columbia University, New York, USA 
 University of Southern California, USA 

1980 Tel-Aviv University, Israel 
 University of Quebec at Montreal, Canada 
 University of Washington, Seattle, USA 

1979 Harvard University, USA 

Conferences, Workshops and Events Organized 

Spring 2009  Roots.  Workshop organized at University of Southern California (five  
   international invited speakers, panel discussions).  Grant funded. 

Fall 2009  Visions and Voices event: Sacred Language, Mundane Language.  Funded 
   by an award from the Visions and Voices project at USC 

1999-2003 Co-Organizer, Language and Mind Forums,  
  January 29, 2000 
  April, 2000 
  May 2003  
  Ahmanson Humanities Initiative (Ahmanson grant funding). 

Spring 1999  Organizer, CSSL II, University of Southern California.   
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Spring 1997  Organizer and Initiator, CSSL I (The Conference on the Syntax of  
   Semitic Languages) University of Southern California.  Three day  
   conference with invited international invited speakers and abstract- 
   based general talks.   

Courses Taught (not including research seminars): 

Undergraduate courses 

USC 

The Nature of Human Language 

In a Word, a large General Education class for 120 students on words as they are addressed 
in various areas within Linguistics, in Philosophy, and in Psychological studies.  
Designed, introduced, and taught regularly. 

Introduction to Linguistics. 

UMass, Amherst 

Introduction to Syntax. 

Advanced Syntax. 

UC Irvine 

Introduction to Cognitive Linguistics. 

Introduction to Syntax. 

Advanced Syntax. 

Morphology and the Lexicon. 

Language Acquisition 

Graduate Courses 

USC 

Introduction to Syntactic Theory 

Advanced Syntax 

Morphological Theory 

Syntactic Language Acquisition 

UMass Amherst 

Syntactic Theory I. 

Syntactic Theory II. 

Morphology. 

UC Irvine 

Proseminar in Cognitive Science: Linguistics 

Introduction to syntax. 
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Ph.D. Thesis Director(completed dissertations only) 

Rose-Marie Dechaine 

Predicates across categories: Towards a category-neutral syntax, 1993 

Associate Professor of Linguistics, University of British Columbia, BC, Canada. 

 

Jingqi Fu 

On Deriving Chinese Derived Nominals, 1994 

Associate Professor of Chinese, St. Mary's College of Maryland, Maryland, USA 

 

Jeff Runner 

Noun phrase licensing and interpretation, 1995 

Associate Professor of Linguistics, University of Rochester, New York, USA. 

 

Tohru Noguchi 

The role of syntactic categories in anaphora, 1995 

Associate Professor, Graduate School of Humanities & Sciences, Ochanomizu 

University, Japan. 

 

Johannes Gisli Jonsson  

Clausal architecture and case in Icelandic 1995 

Adjunct, Department of Icelandic, Reykjavik University, Iceland 

 

Elena Elvira Benedicto 

The syntax and interpretation of non-canonical argument positions 1998 

Associate Professor of Linguistics, Purdue University, Indiana, USA. 
 

Nihan Ketrez 

Children's Grammar of Turkish Indefinites 2005 

Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Istanbul Bilgi University. 

 

Isabelle Roy 

Non Verbal Predications: A Syntactic Analysis of Predicational Copular Sentences, 2005 

Assistant Professor of Theoretical Linguistics and Acquisition and CNRS Chaire 

d'Excellence, Université de Paris 8. 

 

So Young Park 

Functional Categories: The syntax of DP and DegP, 2008 

Assistant Professor of Korean Syntax, Pusan National University  

 

Agnieszka Lazorczyk 

Decomposing Slavic Aspect: The Role of Aspectual Morphology in Polish and Other 

Slavic Languages (2010) 



CV, Borer, March 2011 17/19 

University Service: 

University of Southern California 

Department: 

1997     Chair, committee for the promotion of Maria Luisa Zubizarreta  
    to full professor 

1998-1999   Member, Admissions Committee 

1998-1999   Member, Semantics Search Subcommittee. 

1998-1999   Member, Consultative Committee on Chair selection 

1998-1999   Co-organizer, LSA trial run workshop, January 1999 

1999-2002   Chair of Admissions 

2000     Organizer, Open House for admitted students 

1998-1999   Public Relations Coordinator 

2000-2001   Chair, mid career review, Professor Rachel Walker 

2001     Organizer, Open House for admitted students 

2001     Coordinator, Graduate Program Brochure publication 

2002-2006   Department Chair 

2002- 2004   Advisor, Graduate Students in Linguistics organization 

2006      Co-chair, tenure and appointment committee, Professor Louis  
    Goldstein 

2007-2009   Member, Graduate Studies Committee 

2008-2009   Member, Admissions Committee 

2008-2009   Chair, tenure committee, Professor Elena Guerzoni 

2009-2010   Organizer, Visions and Voices screening 

2009-2010   Chair of Admission and Recruitment 

2010     Organizer, Open House for admitted students 

University-Wide, USC 

1998     Grade Review Panel 

1998-2000   Member, LAS Personnel Committee 

1999-2000   Member, Humanities Initiative Task Force  

1999-2004   Member, University Committee on Academic Review 

1999-2000   Co-Chair, IRC Committee, NIBS (Neuroscience) Program Review 

2001     Member, College Graduate Programs Task Force 

2002-2003   Chair, IRC Committee, Anthropology Department Review 
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2003-2005   University Committee on Academic Personnel 

University of Massachusetts: 

1990-1993:   Director of Graduate Admissions. 

1991-1993:   Co-chair, Syntax Recruitment Committee (open rank). 

1991-1996:   Editor, graduate program brochure and recruitment posters 

1993- 1995   Chair, curriculum committee. 

1992     Member, Affirmative Action Committee. 

1993-1996   Union representative, Massachusetts Society of Professors. 

1996     Board member, Massachusetts Society of Professors. 

UC Irvine: 

1982-85     Delegate to the Academic Senate. 

1982-83    Chair, Linguistics Program School of Social Sciences. 

1983-1988   Graduate Students Admissions Committee, Department of  
    Cognitive Sciences. 

1983-84     Committee for the Recruitment of a Psycholinguist (junior). 

1984-85    Committee for the Recruitment of a Syntactician (senior). 

1986-87    Chair, Committee for the Recruitment of a Semanticist (junior).    

1987-1989   Reviewer, Education Abroad Program. 

1989-1990   Chair, Affirmative Action Committee, Department of Cognitive  
    Sciences. 

Professional service: 

Editor 

Co-editor (with David Adger), Oxford University Press, Oxford Studies in Theoretical 

Linguistics (book series) 

Editorial board, Oxford Studies in Comparative Syntax 

Editorial Board, Linguistic Variation Yearbook (LIVY)., 2007- 

Editorial board, Biolinguistics, 2006 - 

Member, NSF Panel for National Young Investigator Award, 1994. 

Associate editor, Language Acquisition, 1989 -. 

Editor, Proceedings of the 7th West Coast Conference on Formal Linguistics, 1988. 

Editorial board, Linguistic Inquiry, 1985 -1995. 

Member, Program Committee, Association for Computational Linguistics, Geneva, 
1985. 
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Co-editor, Squibs section, Linguistic Inquiry,1983-85. 

Reviewer, Journals: Language; Linguistic Inquiry; Natural Language and Linguistic 

Theory; Language Acquisition, Journal of Asian linguistics; Journal of Child Language; 

Syntax 

Reviewer, Other: National Science Foundation;  National Endowment for the 
Humanities;  Canada Council;  Basil Blackwell Publishers;  Cambridge 
University Press;  Center for the Study of Language and Information Stanford 
University;  Kluwer Publishing;  MIT Press;  Reidel Publishing House Inc.;  
Rutledge Publishers;  University of California Press. 


